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	Instructions:  This form is to be utilized by Issuing Officers wherein they are required to disclose the justification for use of the competitive sealed proposals method of procurement. Check the appropriate boxes and provide detailed explanation as to why it is not practical or advantageous for the Commonwealth to issue an Invitation for Bids.
The completed form should be submitted to DGS in conjunction with the Notice of Forthcoming Procurements and DGS will post with the solicitation when issued. For agency led procurements the form must be posted with the solicitation issuance.

	Requesting Agency Information

	Agency:
	Office of Administration - Office of Information Technologies (OA/OIT)

	Address:
	210 Finance Building, Harrisburg, PA 17120

	Agency Contact:
	Sheryl Kimport
	Telephone No:
	717.346.2670 


	Contract Information

	Contract Title:
	Data Center Computing Services


	The use of competitive sealed bidding is not practicable for the Commonwealth to use to award this contract because:  (check all the apply)

	
	The agency is seeking a contractor’s solution to an agency need.

	
	The agency wants to provide offerors with flexibility in the contents of their proposals in terms of materials, services, or construction offered.

	
	The scope/statement of work/specifications lack sufficient clarity and specificity in terms of a detailed procurement description to enable submission of definitive bids.


	The use of competitive sealed bidding is not advantageous for the Commonwealth to use to award this contract because:  (check all the apply)

	
	The agency wants to consider criteria other than price in the award process, in particular, criteria that are subjective in nature:

 Disadvantaged Business   Domestic Workforce    Enterprise Zone Participation

 Contractor qualifications, experience and financial capability   Service & Delivery Capability

 Other Criteria      

	
	It is not in the agency’s or the Commonwealth’s best interest to use competitive sealed bidding.

Explain:
The Commonwealth is seeking a contractor to perform a computing modernization initiative which will involve complex and unique services.  This initiative includes implementing a new computing service model that would provide a managed service approach to various infrastructures/computing platforms to service the needs of the Commonwealth in a secure, flexible and on demand manner.  The services will be available to all Commonwealth agencies and must meet the specialized needs of each agency.  It would not be practical or advantageous for the Commonwealth to prescribe detailed specifications in an IFB for a project of this breadth and scope.  Since, the Commonwealth has never issued a procurement of this magnitude for the provision of outsourced services; it does not have the experience necessary to draft detailed specifications which would allow for award of contract solely on the basis of cost.  Utilizing an RFP permits vendors to propose solutions to the Commonwealth’s requirements in a flexible manner.  Additionally, the Commonwealth anticipates that significant contract negotiations will be required for this project. Negotiation of terms and conditions is not permitted in the IFB process and may only be accomplished through an RFP.

The Commonwealth issued a draft Statement of Work for an RFP to the vendor community as part of a Request for Information seeking review and comments.  The Commonwealth received responses from 17 companies totaling over 700 pages.  The scope and strategy of the procurement was supported by the vendor community.



	Signature

	The printed name on this form shall constitute the signature of the individual and approval for the Agency request.  Agencies must ensure that the individual reviews the completed form and gives their consent to apply their printed name on this form.   No handwritten signature shall be required in order for the form to be considered “signed” by the individual.

	Issuing Office Signature:
	Sheryl Kimport
	Date:
	July 18, 2012
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